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From the Minister

Dear Members and Friends of Goodloe Memorial:

It is that time of year again, time for our annual
pledge drive, when we ask how much you can
commit in funds and time to the ongoing life of the
congregation. It has been a hard year for many of
us. Some of us are caring for parents, spouses, or
other relatives who have the extra needs that come
with age and/or illness. Some of us are job
hunting. Some of us have our own medical issues.
Some of us are helping adult children with various
needs. Life can seem overwhelming and our funds
far too limited.

I cannot ask you to give more of your time or your
funds to Goodloe than you can do and still stay
healthy yourself and still keep a roof over your
head and food in your refrigerator. But, if you
have found this community a support for you and
believe it should also be here for others then
please do what you can. If you know you have
more than others in this congregation, please
consider giving more.

r

I have said more than
once, one of the things |
like about Goodloe is
the greater diversity of
income found here than
in many Unitarian
Universalist congregations. To maintain a
congregation that is able to include that diversity
those with more must be willing to give, and that
has been true for many years at Goodloe. Thank
you to those of you who can give more and do.
And to those of you who don't have more thank
you for giving what you can—in time and
volunteer service as well as the forgone fast food
meals or coffees to enable you to give monetarily.

Goodloe does not exist without all of you who
volunteer and give. It is the community that
creates the congregation. It is up to all of us to
share what we want this community to be and
give what we can to making the vision real.

Blessed Be,
Cyn

Visiting Speaker
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In Memoriam

Ernest Bauer passed away on
Tuesday morning, February 21
at Collington.

A Y Notes of sympathy
oy C{@ may be sent to his
wife, Marion and
their adult children
- Sharon and Eric at Marion's
address.

Marion Bauer
10450 Lottsford Rd. #2105
Bowie, MD 20721
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From the President
Accepting Uncertainty

When it comes to spiritual
matters, Unitarian
Universalists have a much
higher tolerance for uncertainty
than most people of faith. We
tend to accept the idea that we
cannot know the answers to
life’s big questions or that the
answers we hold are not the
answers that others hold, (is
there a God? what happens
when we die? etc.), and we
explore together what it means
to lead a meaningful life. We
understand that many events of
our world and indeed our own
lives are outside of our ability to
control them, and we tend to
avoid the “quick fix” of trusting
a deity to take care of us in
response to our prayers, some of
us by not praying, others of us
by expecting that prayer will
only be answered when we put
in our own efforts as well as
trust in our God'’s.

Accepting this degree of
uncertainty is harder than
accepting pat answers from
scripture or religious figures,
but it has benefits. It means we
accept control of our own
theology, and we remain
responsible for making good
things happen in our lives and
in the lives of others. Not
knowing the future frees us to
imagine a better world and to
exercise our creativity in
building a Beloved Community
for ourselves and our children.

This willingness to accept
uncertainty in our spiritual

lives now needs to be applied to
more ordinary matters — the
future of our congregation. As |
indicated in last month’s
Odyssey, we are currently on the
downward side of a continuous
cycle of growth and decline that
we have experienced over many
years, and we will need to break
that cycle in order to prosper as a
religious community. Adding to
our predicament are the recent
changes in the Religious
Education program, with our
DRE resigning for personal
reasons and the possible loss of
more children from the program.
These changes can be unsettling
and are causing anxiety among
our members.

At this time, is important for us
to acknowledge that most of
these events are not things that
we can control. Main line
denominations have all been
experiencing declines in
membership, and difficult
economic times have caused
stress to families and depressed
their ability to contribute their
attention, energies and resources
to faith communities. The
personal, vocational, and
economic situations of people are
always changing, and we must
always respect the choices that
individuals must make in the
interest of themselves and their
families. Just as we do with our
own theologies, we must resist
the temptation to find “quick
fixes,” believing that we can
readily identify what is “wrong”
or who is to blame.

Right now, our course forward is
unclear, and we do not know how
our future will look. As a faith
community, we must accept that
there are no easy answers to
growth and prosperity. Our
situation is not dire, but it could
become so if we continue to follow
the same path. At this point, all
we know is that change is
needed, and that change is
always difficult. We must
acknowledge and appreciate
resistance to change since it is
valuable to choosing the right
course. Your elected officers do
not claim to have “the answers”
any more than we would claim
religious infallibility. You will
not find me announcing “the
solution” to our situation and
trying to persuade you of its
wisdom. We need everyone to
contribute their thoughts and
feelings about where we should
go and how we should get there.

As it does in spiritual matters,
our uncertainty in temporal
matters has value. Our
discomfort will prompt us to
reexamine our fundamental
purposes as a group. Out of this
will emerge a consensus on the
direction we are called to go that
is faithful to who we are as a
community.

Steve Buckingham
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Religious Exploration: A Spring Fling Thing

When | volunteered to write the
RE article for March | once again
reflected on what would be a good
topic and the natural thought was
of the concept of rebirth that
Spring brings. Spring is a time in
some world religions that there
are rituals that are designed to
cleanse and re-engage the believer
in the belief system. Spring is also
a time of re-birth for many
whatever their belief set because
of the abundant re-emergence of
plant and animal life that is seen.
For some the depression inducing
darkness of the winter months
gives way to the vibrant sunny
days of Spring and thereby brings
hope again to their world. As a
group the RE committee discussed
in January a concept What is the
Right Rite? from Infinity in Your
Hand: a Guide to the Spiritually
Curious by William H. Houff. We
reflected on what was our belief
system about rites and the role
they play in the way we explore
our religion and our religious
beliefs. What are those practices
that we find helpful in re-

engagement or engagement? To
me the reason that | feel that
Spring is such a powerful concept
is because it represents the hope of
the potential for change; growth;
re-birth. A vision that has
frequently been presented in
religious, science, and literature is
the dormant seed that quietly
rests through the long dark winter
and bursts forth in the Spring in
re-birth. 1 think this symbolizes
the hope of humankind that
whatever challenges they are
engaged in that there is the
potential for rebirth in which the
burden is lightened or removed,
re-birth is a cleansing; a forgiving;
a moving on. So as we did as a
committee | encourage you as a
congregant to examine your beliefs
for those rites that help you feel
engaged in your religious belief
system. What are those rites that
help you to engage with others as
they explore their religious belief
system? May that exploration
lead to a re-birth; a re-
engagement; a re-commitment in

your spiritual exploration of what
are the UU beliefs ...

The inherent worth and
dignity of every person;
Justice, equity and compassion
in human relations;
Acceptance of one another and
encouragement to spiritual
growth in our congregations;

A free and responsible search
for truth and meaning;

The right of conscience and the
use of the democratic process
within our congregations and
in society at large;

The goal of world community
with peace, liberty, and justice
for all;

Respect for the interdependent
web of all existence of which
we are a part.

and how those beliefs are
reinforced by the rites that you
participate in.

Nita Page Daves
RE Committee Chair

Religious Exploration Program Happenings

In January, the young explorers of
Goodloe's RE program led the
"Time For All Ages" with a playlet
about the life of the prophet
Muhammed (peace be upon him).
It was a resounding success, and
everyone did an amazing job!
Members who are interested in
seeing the play should get the link
at the Goodloe Facebook page
here:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/4
3216690659/

NOTE: The video is available only
through the URL provided. You will
not be able to access it by searching
youtube.

In the RE classroom, our young
explorers discussed ways that they
can help their families,
communities and the entire world
regardless of their age. The Lower
Elementary class (which will be
deciding on a more exciting name
soon) also continued their
discussion of the Monotheistic
tradition by discussing the
creation story of Adam, Eve and
the Garden of Eden. The Extreme
Learning Squad D (formerly
known as the Upper Elementary
class) is currently working
through this material as well.

1, - 1
The children also successfully
completed their first ever Swap
Meet for Justice. We raised more
than $16 for our charity, Faith
Without Borders (a UU school in
India) and swapped some really
amazing toys and stuffed animals.
All families who have not turned
in their $4 contribution should do
S0 as soon as possible. Monies
should be placed in the DRE folder
in the office. If you wish to pay
with a check, please make the
check out to Goodloe with Swap
Meet for Charity in the Memo line.
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Thursday March 15, 7:30pm Friday, March 3, 7:00pm, The Betrayal
Reimagining Equality: Stories of
Gender, Race, and Finding Home During the Vietnam War, the United States performed
secret operations in Laos, which led to much destruction
in that country. After the war, the fallout of U.S. foreign
This book is available through the PG policy remained, forcing Thavisouk Phrasavath and his
County Public Library and online for family to flee the country. This documentary -- more
purchase (hardcover or electronic than 20 years in the making -- follows Phrasavath's

versions. Paperback is not yet released).  journey from war-torn Laos to his painful reunion with

his family in Brooklyn years later, and netted an Oscar
Read the editorial reviews online here. nomination for Best Documentary.

- % Saturday, March 17, 7:30pm

The Coffee House is a Goodloe sponsored monthly event (third Saturday) that brings
together members of the congregation and the community. It is a special time for
participants to share their varied talents - music, song, poetry, dance, stories -- and enjoy an
entertaining night together. The congregation has sponsored this event for several years.
However, it takes the hard work and commitment of volunteers from the congregation to
make this event successful. For varied reasons the people who originally provided support
for this event have moved away from the area or are unable to continue their support.

If you want the Goodloe Coffee House to continue, please show your support by volunteering:

Coffee House coordination committee
Setup on the night of CoffeeHouse (tables, chairs, coffee, etc)
Take down/Cleanup (Put away tables, setup chairs for service, cleanup food and dishes)

Please contact Betsy Delaney (coffeehouse@goodloeuu.org) to volunteer your help.

/7 0 ! 1 ! 27 " 34 !

The children of the RE program continue to need adult volunteers to help as
teachers, teaching assistants, and special events. No special knowledge or prior
experience necessary. There will always be at least one other adult helping. If
nothing else, please consider being listed as a “standby” volunteer. Contact the
DRE, Tisha Richardson, for more information: religiousexploration@goodloeuu.org
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Goodloe Activities |l

Dinner for Warm Nights Spring Yard Sale:
Request for Volunteers
On Friday March 9, Goodloe will Pledges & Sunday collections provide only part of the
serve dinner to the homeless at funds needed for the yearly operating budget for
Village Baptist Church as part of the Goodloe. Rentals (e.g. KAPLAN) produce additional
P.G. County Warm Nights program. funds. However, due to cutbacks in the current
Warm Nights is an interfaith program €conomy, this income source is greatly reduced this
that provides shelter and food to the year. The remaining money comes from fundraisers

held throughout the year. Meanwhile, we have
encountered additional expenses due to heating and
plumbing problems. These were only partially covered
by insurance.

homeless during the winter months.
As part of a partnership with Prince
George's County Social Services,

counseling, transportation and other

support services are also provided. The Spring Yard Sale is an important fundraiser since
it provides income from sources outside the

Currently, about 25-30 homeless congregation. We are planning this event for the April/

people are expected. The dinner May time frame.

menu includes lasagna, salad, rolls,
and dessert. Volunteers are needed
serve dinner. All volunteers are
welcome to share the dinner and visit
with the homeless guests during the
meal.

In order to make
this a successful
event we need
your help! Please
consider
volunteering to
help coordinate
this event.
Respond to this
email or sign the
sheet in the coffee
area.

— )} <

Thank you to those who have already
signed up to help. If you have
guestions or wish to participate,
please contact Jackie Lord
(snolord@gmail.com or

Ph 301-249-7713).

J
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! 5, " _ Friday, March 16, 7pm

Spiral Scouts meets on the first
Thursday of the month at 6:30pm
in the RE room. This co-ed group
earns badges, goes camping, and
much more. For more
information, contact Misty Cole.

Parents & Friends of Lesbians And Gays
provides fellowship and support for
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and

qguestioning individuals and their family
& friends. Everyone is welcome. Support
groups are led by trained facilitators.
playmisty4me@gmail.com Confidentiality is maintained.

000090 ®
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Upcoming Events
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Thu Mar 22—Sun Mar 25
Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Fairfax
2709 Hunter Mill Rd.
Oakton, VA 22124

(703) 281--4230

Revival is an experience of
what the church is becoming. It
is Revival. It is Retreat. It

is Renewal. It is Community.

/ / 2
. ! $$

A contingent of yellow-shirt-
clad Unitarian Universalists
will be heading down to the
National Mall in Washington,
DC for the “Reason Rally” on
March 24, 2012, from 10:00AM
— 4:00PM. According to Joyce
Dowling, the rally’'s Unitarian
Universalist participants plan
to stand in solidarity with the
secular movement while
sharing the Standing on the
Side of Love message. UU
attendees are encouraged to
wear their yellow “Standing on
the Side of Love” gear. UUs
believe in the separation of
church and state, as

!
1 2/

Christian or not, Unitarian
Universalist or not, seekers,
believers, doubters,
questioners, members of other
faiths, other Christian
traditions, other UUs, all are
welcome for part or all of this
dynamic event held in the
radical inclusive, progressive,
loving, liberating, healing
Spirit of Jesus.

Visit their website for more
information and/or to register

for this event:
http://www.uuchristian.org/revival/

88

1 9 88.:

secularists do. UUs should be
in good company-after all,
many secular non-theists try to
live a compassionate life as
outlined in Karen Armstrong’s
book, 12 Steps to a
Compassionate Life, which is
admired by many UUs.

Here's the link to the
“Standing on the Side of Love”
blog containing more details :
http://www.standingonthesideo
flove.org/blog/reason-rally-
challenges-stereotypes-of-the-
secular-community/

" —
SO

+$BPH "

$
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Saturday, March 17 1:00-4:30
All Souls Church, Unitarian
1500 Harvard St. NW
Washington, DC 20009

Critical Issues facing Muslim
Immigrants will be addressed
by Imam Johari Abdul-Malik,
Director of Outreach for the
Dar Al Hijrah Islamic Center
in Northern Virginia and
Immigrants Seeking Asylum -
The Basics will be addressed by
Lisa Johnson-Firth, attorney,
Immigrants First and Linda
Rabben, author, editor and
anthropologist, Lutheran
Immigration and Refugee
Service. To register: Click on
the Register for Upcoming
Events banner

at www.uusj.org Or send name,
congregation, email or phone to
info(at)uusj.org or UUSJ P.O.
Box 56402 Washington, DC
20040 202-600-9132 This
program is sponsored by
Unitarian Universalists for
Social Justice. There is no
registration fee, but a freewill
offering for UUSJ will be
taken. This program is funded
in part by the UU Fund for
Social Responsibility.
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Goodloe Committee Reports

Tisha has announced
that she is stepping
down from Director of Religious Exploration. Tisha is
highly regarded throughout the Joseph Priestly
District for promoting a more active multicultural

community. We are very grateful to Tisha Richardson

for her leadership in RE. Tisha will spend more time
as a parent and a member in our congregation.

There will be a period of transition as the Board
starts a formal process to search and select a new
DRE. You can talk to Board members about the
search process.

At the same time, the Committee on Ministry is
available to talk with people in the congregation

Committee on Ministry

Social Justice

The Maryland House had a hearing on Marriage
Equality that lasted more than 11 hours. Some
of us attended the rally on Lobby Day. It was
great to meet Delegate Hubbard who is a
sponsor. There were 900 supporters from across
Maryland, and we delivered over 15,000
postcards from across the state. In addition to
postcards, some of us have knocked on doors and
made phone calls. As a result of our efforts, we
helped to persuade Delegate Costa, Delegate
Holmes, and Delegate Allston to vote in favor of
Marriage Equality. With the vital support of
these delegates, the House passed Marriage
Equality and Religious Freedom by a vote of 72
to 67. Itis just awesome to see all different
people join in coalition for civil rights. Our
congregation generated 30 sets of postcards to 9
different districts.

Ken Shilling

Editor;s Note: Since this article was submitted,
the bill was also passed in the Maryland State
Senate, and Gov. O'Malley has stated his
intention to sign it. The bill is set to take effect in
1/1/2013, though it is expected to be challenged
by a referendum in November. Nonetheless, it is
exciting to be that much closer to seeing this
important civil right secured for Marylanders.
Kudos!

about their thoughts
and feelings for the
RE program. We value your comments on worship,
religious education, and music ministries. We
want to know people's concerns and are willing to
listen. Committee members are: Nita Page Daves,
Laird Towle, Steve Buckingham, and Ken Shilling.

We have gone through many transitions at
Goodloe. There were many times when it feels that
the sky is falling. We took time to reflect on how
much this community means to us. And, we
rededicated ourselves to each other in ways that
strengthens the community. There was even a
time when we were told we were doing it all
backwards, and we took it as a compliment and did
it our way. ("Who said that a bumblebee cannot

fly")

There are not many congregations our size that
have 3 staff, a building, a choir, and a coffeehouse.
There are not many congregations that strive to be
multicultural. This happens because of who were
are as a community. We will get through yet
another transition by sharing our concerns and
listen to each other's ideas. Ken Shilling

Fundraising

Purchase Giant Scrip, then
- /4 useit like a gift card at the
| check-out line. Without any
w more money expenditure for
you, Goodloe makes 5% each
Also, each time
you Shop at 1 $ 100

time you shop!
Amazon.com,

simply start at
Goodloe’s link
labeled “Price,
Selection, Convenience,” and Goodloe will
receive a payment for every purchase you
make, again, at no additional cost to you.

$ ; $21
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Board Meeting Minutes
Jan 10,2012

I b

Kevin Smith, Cathy Weber, Cyn
Snavely, Steve Buckingham,
Jackie Lord, Dan Delaney.

Meeting was called to order at
7:09pm

Meeting was opened with a
reading from Cyn Snavely.

Minutes from December’s
minutes were approved with the
following correction: Proceeds
from the Goodloe Celebration
have been tabulated. A check for
$1456.00 will be delivered to
Bowie University.

An additional claim will be
submitted to Church Mutual to
possibly cover subsequent
expenses occurring from the

replacement of the HVAC units
and related repairs, corrections
and system updates.

There is a CD that will mature
soon. Cathy will contact Barb
regarding possible options
regarding the CD.

There is a slight discrepancy in
the Minister’s salary calculation.
The Board unanimously decided to
reconcile the discrepancy at the
end of 2012.

Dan reported the charge for a
possible karaoke party.
Information is still being collected
to determine the viability of the
project.

A project manager/coordinator is
currently being sought for an
upcoming Spring yard sale.

A privacy policy has been
developed by the local advocacy
groups to deal with the release
and use of personal/demographic
information.

A “State of the Church” meeting
in being organized and will be
presented to the congregation as
soon as possible.

Cathy is researching mortgage
options.

Staff job descriptions are being
reviewed/updated and will be
presented at the next Board
meeting.

Meeting was adjourned at
9:19pm

Financial Aid for 2012 UUA General Assembly

2012 UUA General Assembly
Phoenix, Arizona
June 20-24, 2012

Scholarship information is
available here:

http://www.uua.org/ga/registration
/financialaid/15005.shtml

Besides scholarships, there are
many opportunities to obtain
financial aid in exchange for
volunteering. The GA Volunteer
Committee funds full-time GA
registrations in exchange for 24
hours of volunteer work at GA (16
hours for those eligible for reduced
registration rates). Applicants

from the host District are
especially sought. Applications
will be available at:

http://www.uua.org/ga/registrati
on/financialaid/14930.shtml

on March 1 and must be
submitted by March 31.

We seek volunteer applicants
who:

Reside in the host district:
We need people who are
familiar with Phoenix and
can provide local
information.

Have special skills, interest
or knowledge needed at GA.

Need financial assistance to
attend GA.

Have experience as a GA
Volunteer: While we
welcome our veteran
volunteers, there is a place
for new folks too!

Are energetic, enthusiastic,
and able to work as
assigned:

Be sure to read the assignment
descriptions to see if you are
suited and able to fulfill the
requirements of a particular
volunteer opportunity.
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Goodloe Memorial Unitarian
Universalist Congregation

Minister: Rev. Cynthia Snavely
240-475-2111 (cell)
Minister Emeritus: Rev. John Gaffney
Director of Religious Exploration:
Tisha Richardson
410-774-4291
religiousexploration@goodloeuu.org
Music Director: Dick Wobus
301-249-1703
richard.wobus@verizon.net

Board of Trustees:
President:

Steve Buckingham: 443-838-2228
Vice President:

Catherine Weber 410-224-3353
Financial Officer:

Barbara Puccio 301-352-7828
Secretary:

Kevin Smith: 410-258-0928
Trustees:

Dan Delaney

Jackie Lord 301-249-7713

Rev Cyn Snavely: 240-475-2111 (cell)

Committee Chairs:
Worship:
Karen Scrivo
Building & Facilities:
Sally Raymond
Communications:
Vacant
Membership:
Ken Shilling
Religious Education:
Nita Page Daves
Ministry:
Ken Shilling, Steve Buckingham, Laird
Towle, Nita Page Daves
Goodloe Green Sanctuary:
Vacant
Coffee House Chair
Kevin Smith: 410-258-0928
Goodloe Readers:
Laird Towle: 301-464-1159
Kiva Investing:
Laird Towle
ODYSSEY Editor:
Angela Peerman: 301-249-2680

Notice: Lorraine Webb,
Maryland Notary

Lorraine Webb, a certified Maryland Notary,

offers her services, free of charge, to Goodloe
Memorial members and friends. If you would
like to utilize her notary services, contact her:
(301) 218-1516 or llacey33@verizon.net.

Please Buy Giant Scrip

Use scrip as cash at Giant Food Stores.
Goodloe makes 5% each time you shop.
Contact Jill York 301-262-1495 or
Diane Rappaport 301-249-0890.

There is no additional cost to purchase
Giant Scrip. Use the scrip like a gift card at
the check-out line.

Deadline for Next Odyssey:
April 22nd, 2012

Please email submissions to
goodloe.newsletter@gmail.com.

If you have changed your address, phone, or email,
please let us know at goodloe.memorial@gmail.com
or contact Jackie Lord (301) 249 7713 or

Nancy Choice (301) 805 5345.

Goodloe Memorial Unitarian
Universalist Congregation is named for
Don Speed Smith Goodloe, first principal of

Maryland Normal and Industrial School, Bowie




Goodloe Memorial Unitarian Universalist Congregation

1540C Pointer Ridge Place
Bowie, MD 20716

301 218-5277
www.goodloeuu.org
Reverend Cynthia Snavely

Service and Religious Education 10:30 am Sundays




